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(57) ABSTRACT

A time interval setting unit sets a time interval that depends on
the number of items of data stored by a storage unit. A storage
processing unit stores the data in the storage unit at every time
interval that is set by the time interval setting unit. The storage
unit retains the data at the time interval that depends on data
acquirement time. A data extraction unit extracts the data by
the number of items of data that depends on the number of
items of display data, from the items of data stored by the
storage unit. When the time interval setting unit updates the
time interval, it is not necessary to perform subsampling or
compression on the data stored by the storage unit and the
data can be retained at the time interval that depends on the
data acquirement time with less processing load.
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ELECTRONIC DEVICE, METHOD OF
EXTRACTING DATA AND PROGRAM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electronic device, a
method of extracting data, and a program.

2. Background Art

There is an electronic device that acquires data at every
fixed sampling period that is set by a user, as one electronic
device that periodically acquires the data, such as a running
watch that measures and memorizes living-body information,
ora car navigation system that determines current positioning
and retains history of the positioning.

On the other hand, in Japanese Patent No. 03415971, a
measurement device is disclosed that can retain data at a time
interval that depends on data acquirement time. In the mea-
surement device disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 03415971,
a result of measurement such as the number of heartbeats is
compressed into data with two or more different compression
ratios with respect to time and the compressed data is stored
in a compressed-data storage unit that corresponds to the
compressed data, and a display control unit displays changes
in the result of measurement over time on a display unit, based
on the compressed data stored in a compressed-data storage
unit that has the largest number of items of data.

Accordingly, in the measurement device disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent No. 03415971, although the display device is not
enlarged, the changes in the result of measurement over time
can be properly displayed regardless of whether measure-
ment time is long or short.

However, in the electronic device that acquires the data at
every fixed sampling period, if data acquirement time is long,
a memory capacity is exceeded in the process. Thus, the
subsequent data cannot be retained or the data needs to be
removed in chronological order in which the data is stored.
Because of this, the user cannot grasp a trend of the data over
the data acquirement time.

In contrast, because the data can be retained at the time
interval that depends on the data acquirement time in the
measurement device disclosed in Japanese Patent No.
03415971, the user can grasp the tendency of the data over the
data acquirement time. However, in the measurement device
disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 03415971, processing load
is increased in that the result of measurement is compressed
into the data with the two or more different compression
ratios with respect to time. If the processing load can be
reduced, the electronic device (the measurement device in
Japanese Patent No. 03415971) can be made smaller in size,
and a production cost or an operational cost can be reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an aspect of the present application to provide an
electronic device, a method of extracting data, and a program,
in all of which data can be retained at a time interval that
depends on data acquirement time with less processing load.

According to the present application, there is provided an
electronic device including a data acquisition unit that
acquires data periodically, a storage unit that stores at least
one part of the items of data acquired by the data acquisition
unit, a time interval setting unit that sets a time interval that
depends on the number of items of data stored by the storage
unit, a storage processing unit that stores the data in the
storage unit at every time interval that is set by the time
interval setting unit, among the items of data acquired by the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

data acquisition unit, a data extraction unit that extracts the
data by the number of items of data that depends on a prede-
termined number of items of display data, from the items of
data stored by the storage unit, and a display unit that displays
the data by the number of items of display data, based on the
data extracted by the data extraction unit.

Inthe electronic device, if the time interval setting unit sets
the up-to-date time interval and then the number of items of
data that the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit
at every up-to-date time interval reaches the predetermined
number of items of data, the time interval setting unit may set
the time interval as being further increased.

In the electronic device, when the time interval is an ini-
tially set time interval, if the number of items of data that the
storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at every
initially set time interval reaches two times the number of
items of display data, the time interval setting unit may reset
the time interval to two times the time interval, and when the
time interval is the reset time interval, if the number of items
of data that the storage processing unit stores in the storage
unit at every up-to-date time interval reaches the number of
items of display data, the time interval setting unit may reset
the time interval to two times the up-to-date time interval.

In the electronic device, the data acquisition unit may
acquire the data at the time interval, set by the time interval
setting unit, which serves as a sampling period.

According to the present application, there is provided a
method of displaying data for use in an electronic device
including a storage unit that stores the data, including peri-
odically acquiring the data, setting a time interval that
depends on the number of items of data that is stored by the
storage unit, storing the data in the storage unit at every time
interval that is set in the setting of the time interval, among the
items of data acquired in the periodical acquiring of the data,
extracting the data by the number of items of data that
depends on a predetermined number of items of display data,
from the items of data stored by the storage unit, and display-
ing the data by the number of items of display data, based on
the data that is extracted in the extracting of the data.

According to the present application, there is provided a
program for causing a computer that controls an electronic
device including a storage unit that stores data to execute a
process, the process including periodically acquiring the data,
setting a time interval that depends on the number of items of
data that is stored by the storage unit, storing the data in the
storage unit at every time interval that is set in the setting of
the time interval, among the items of data acquired in the
periodical acquiring of the data, extracting the data by the
number of items of data that depends on a predetermined
number of items of display data, from the items of data stored
by the storage unit, and displaying the data by the number of
items of display data, based on the data that is extracted in the
extracting of the data.

According to the present application, data can be retained
at a time interval that depends on data acquisition time with
less processing load.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram illustrating a
system configuration of a running watch system according to
a first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a func-
tional configuration of the running watch system according to
the first embodiment.
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FIGS. 3A to 3C are explanatory diagrams, each illustrating
an example of data that is stored by a storage unit according
to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data which is extracted by a data extraction unit according
to the first embodiment when the number of items of data
stored by the storage unit is smaller than the number of items
of display data.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit according
to the first embodiment when the number of items of data
stored by the storage unit is equal to or greater than the
number of items of display data in a state that is maintained
before a time interval setting unit resets a time interval.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit according
to the first embodiment in a state where the time interval
setting unit resets the time interval one time.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit according
to the first embodiment in a state where the time interval
setting unit resets the time interval two times.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the time
interval setting unit performs processing, according to the
first embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the data
acquisition unit performs the processing according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the
data extraction unit performs the processing according to the
first embodiment.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example
of a relationship between data acquirement time and storage
capacity according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating a result of the simulation
showing the number of heartbeats according to the present
embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a schematic configuration diagram illustrating a
system configuration of a running watch system according to
a second embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 14A and 14B are explanatory diagrams, each illus-
trating one example of the data that is present within a storage
region when a data extraction unit stores representative data
in a storage unit, according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are explanatory diagrams, each illus-
trating the data that is present within a storage region when
the data extraction unit stores display data that is displayed on
a display unit in the storage unit instead of storing the repre-
sentative data, according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

First Embodiment

A first embodiment according to the present invention is
described below referring to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a sche-
matic configuration diagram illustrating a system configura-
tion of a running watch system according to the first embodi-
ment of the present invention. In FIG. 1, a running watch
system 1 includes a chest strap 100 and a running watch 200.

The running watch system 1 provides information such as
the number of heartbeats (the number of heartbeats per
minute) or lap time to a user who participates in sports such as
running.
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The chest strap 100, which is attached to a user’s chest,
detects a user’s heartbeat and transmits a heartbeat signal
wirelessly to the running watch 200.

The running watch 200 counts the heartbeat signals from
the chest strap 100, periodically calculates the number of
heartbeats (the number of heartbeats per minute), and stores
the result. Then, the running watch 200 displays history of the
number of heartbeats, depending on user operation. The run-
ning watch 200 corresponds to one example of an electronic
device according to the present invention.

However, a range of application of the present invention is
not limited to the running watch system. For example, the
present invention can be applied to various electronic devices
that store information periodically, such as a car navigation
system that performs positioning, stores positional informa-
tion periodically, and displays history of the positional infor-
mation as a trajectory.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a func-
tional configuration of the running watch system. In FIG. 2,
the running watch system 1 includes the chest strap 100 and
the running watch 200. The chest strap 100 includes a sensor
unit 110 and a transmission unit 120. The running watch 200
includes a receiving unit 211, a time interval setting unit 220,
a storage processing unit 230, a storage unit 240, a data
extraction unit 250, a display control unit 260, and a display
unit 270.

The sensor unit 110 has a heartbeat sensor and whenever
detecting the heartbeat of the user, outputs the heartbeat sig-
nal to the transmission unit 120.

The transmission unit 120 wirelessly transmits the heart-
beat signal that is output by the sensor unit 110.

A data acquisition unit 210 acquires data periodically. Par-
ticularly, the data acquisition unit 210 acquires the data at the
time interval, set by the time interval setting unit 220, which
serves as a sampling period.

Specifically, in the data acquisition unit 210, the receiving
unit 211 detects the heartbeat signal transmitted by the chest
strap 100 (the sensor unit 110). Then, the data acquisition unit
210 counts the heartbeat signals detected by the receiving unit
211, and calculates the number of heartbeats (the number of
heartbeats per minute) at every time interval, set by the time
interval setting unit 220.

The storage unit 240 stores at least one part of the data
acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 according to control
by the storage processing unit 230.

The time interval setting unit 220 sets the time interval,
depending on the number of items of data stored in the storage
unit 240. The time interval is a time interval of the data stored
in the storage unit 240 by the storage processing unit 230.

Particularly, if the time interval setting unit 220 itself sets
an up-to-date time interval and then the number of items of
data that the storage processing unit 230 stores in the storage
unit 240 at every up-to-date time interval reaches a predeter-
mined number, the time interval setting unit 220 sets the time
interval as being further increased. The up-to-date time inter-
val is one example of the time interval that is set most recently,
in the claims. In this manner, the time interval setting unit 220
sets the time interval of the data to be stored in the storage unit
240 as being further increased, depending on an increase in
the number of items of data stored by the storage unit 240 and
thus alleviates the increase in the number of items of data.

Moreover, when the time interval is the initially set time
interval, if the number of items of data that the storage pro-
cessing unit 230 stores in the storage unit 240 at every initially
set time interval reaches two times the number (for example,
32) of items of display data, the time interval setting unit 220
resets the time interval to two times the time interval. The
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number of items of display data here is defined as a constant
number that is set in advance as the number of items of data
that the display unit 270 displays on a display screen of the
history of the number of heartbeats.

In this manner, the time interval setting unit 220 maintains
the initially set time interval and thus stores the items of data
the number of which is equal to or more than the number of
items of display data, in the storage unit 240. Thus, the display
unit 270 can display the data by the number of items of
display data. Furthermore, when the time interval setting unit
220 resets the time interval to two times the time interval, the
storage unit 240 already stores the items of data with the reset
time interval, by the number of items of display data. There-
fore, the display unit 270 can display the data by the number
of'items of display data also after the time interval resetting.

Furthermore, when the time interval is the reset time inter-
val, if the number of items of data that the storage processing
unit 230 stores at every up-to-date time interval in the storage
unit 240 reaches the number of items of display data, the time
interval setting unit 220 resets the time interval to two times
the up-to-date time interval. Accordingly, when the time
interval setting unit 220 resets the time interval to two times
the time interval, the storage unit 240 already stores the items
of data with the reset time interval, by the number of items of
display data. Therefore, the display unit 270 can display the
data by the number of items of display data also after the time
interval resetting.

Among the items of data acquired by the data acquisition
unit 210, the storage processing unit 230 stores the data in the
storage unit 240 at every time interval that is set by the time
interval setting unit 220.

The data extraction unit 250 extracts the data by the num-
ber of items of data that depends on a predetermined number
of display items of data, from the items of data stored by the
storage unit 240. For example, the data extraction unit 250
extracts the data by the number of items of display data from
the items of data stored by the storage unit 240 and displays
the result on the display unit 270.

The display control unit 260 controls the display unit 270 in
such a manner that the display unit 270 displays the data.

According to the control by the display control unit 260,
the display unit 270 displays the data by the number of items
of display data, based on the items of data extracted by the
data extraction unit 250. For example, the display unit 270
displays the items of data extracted by the data extraction unit
250, by a graph such as a line graph.

Next, the data stored by the storage unit 240 is described
referring to FIGS. 3A to 3C.

FIGS. 3A to 3C are explanatory diagrams, each illustrating
an example of the data stored by the storage unit 240. FIG. 3A
illustrates an example of timing when the data acquisition unit
210 acquires the data. Furthermore, FIG. 3B illustrates an
example of the data stored by the storage unit 240. Further-
more, FI1G. 3C illustrates an example of the data displayed by
the display unit 270.

In FIGS. 3A to 3C, the data with a sampling period A is
indicated by a black circle, a white circle, and a white triangle,
the data with the sampling period Ax2 is indicated by the
black circle and the white circle, and the data with the sam-
pling period Ax4 is indicated by the black circle.

In FIG. 3A to 3C, the time interval setting unit 220 initially
sets the time interval to A. Therefore, the data acquisition unit
210 acquires the data at the time interval A, which serves as
the sampling period, during a period of time from a point in
time T11 to a point in time T12, and the storage unit 240 stores
the data.
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Furthermore, at the point in time T12, the time interval
setting unit 220 doubles the time interval and resets the time
interval to Ax2. Therefore, the data acquisition unit 210
acquires the data at a time interval Ax2, which serves as the
sampling period, during a period of time from the point in
time T12 to a point in time T13. Then, the storage unit 240
stores the data in succession to the data acquired by the data
acquisition unit 210 during the period of time from the point
in time T11 to the point in time T12.

Furthermore, the time interval setting unit 220 additionally
doubles the time interval and resets the time interval to Ax4 at
the point in time T13. Therefore, the data acquisition unit 210
acquires the data at a time interval Ax4, which serves as the
sampling period, from the point in time T13 onward. Then,
the storage unit 240 stores the data in succession to the data
acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 during the period of
time from the point in time T12 to the point in time T13.

Accordingly, as illustrated in FIG. 3B, the data stored by
the storage unit 240 includes the data with the sampling
period A, the data with the sampling period Ax2, and the data
with the sampling period Ax4.

Then, the data extraction unit 250 reads the items of data, at
the up-to-date time interval Ax4, which serves as the sam-
pling period, by the number of items of display data from the
items of data stored by the storage unit 240, and the display
unit 270 displays the data.

In this manner, the data extraction unit 250 reads the data
with a predetermined sampling period from the items of data
stored by the storage unit 240, and therefore the storage unit
240 may store the data with the multiple sampling periods.
Therefore, when the time interval setting unit 220 performs
the time interval resetting, it is not necessary to perform
processing such as subsampling or compression on the data
stored by the storage unit 240. In this respect, the load on the
running watch 200 can be suppressed.

The data extraction performed by the data extraction unit
250 is described further in detail referring to FIGS. 4 to 7.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data which is extracted by the data extraction unit 250
when the number of items of data stored by the storage unit
240 is smaller than the number of items of display data.

In this case, the data extraction unit 250 reads all the items
of data stored by the storage unit 240, and the display control
unit 260 causes the display unit 270 to display the items of
data.

At that time, the display control unit 260 may cause the
display unit 270 to display the data as is (on a scale as is).
Alternatively, the display control unit 260 may perform scale
conversion such as copying the data and may set the items of
data as the number of items of display data in such a manner
that the items of data are displayed on the display unit 270.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit 250 when
the number of items of data stored by the storage unit 240 is
equal to or greater than the number of items of display data in
a state that is maintained before the time interval setting unit
220 resets the time interval.

In this case, the data extraction unit 250 reads the data by
the number of items of display data from the items of data
stored by the storage unit 240, and the display controlunit 260
causes the display unit 270 to display the items of data.

At that time, the data extraction unit 250 divides the time
that is obtained by subtracting the sampling point in time of
the oldest data from the sampling point in time of the up-to-
date data stored by the storage unit 240, by (the number of
items of display data—1) and calculates the time interval in a
case where the time intervals between the items of display
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data are equal. Then, the data extraction unit 250 calculates a
point in time (the point in time of each display data in a case
where the time intervals between the items of display data are
equal) that corresponds to each display data, based on the
calculated time interval between the items of display data.
Then, for every display data, the data extraction unit 250 reads
the data at the sampling point in time that is closest to the point
in time that corresponds to the display data, as the display
data, from the storage unit 240. In this manner, the data
extraction unit 250 extracts the data by the number of items of
display data from the items of data stored by the storage unit
240 in such a manner that the sampling periods are as equal as
possible.

Alternatively, for every display data, the data extraction
unit 250 may read one item of data at the sampling point in
time that is closest to the point in time that corresponds to the
display data before the point in time that corresponds to the
display data, and read one item of data at the sampling point
in time that is closest to the point in time that corresponds to
the display data after the point in time that corresponds to the
display data and may set an average value of the two read
items of data as a display data value.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit 250 in a
state where the time interval setting unit 220 resets the time
interval one time. In FIG. 6, the data the sampling period of
which is the time interval (therefore, the time interval that is
two times the initially set time interval) that is reset by the
time interval setting unit 220 is indicated by a black circle and
the other items of data are indicated by a white circle.

In this case, the data extraction unit 250 first extracts the
data the sampling period of which is the time interval that is
reset by the time interval setting unit 220, from the items of
data stored by the storage unit 240.

At this point, the time interval setting unit 220 maintains
the initially set time interval until the number of items of data
stored by the storage unit 240 reaches two times the number
of items of display data. Accordingly, also immediately after
two times the initially set time interval is reached, because the
items of data with the time interval (the data indicated by the
black circle) can be secured by the number of items of display
data, a display defect (an occurrence of a display region on
which the data is not displayed) can be avoided.

That is, the data extraction unit 250 reads the items of data
the number of which is equal to or more than the number of
items of display data from the storage unit 240. Subsequently,
the data extraction unit 250 reads the data by the number of
items of display data, as illustrated in FIG. 5, from the
extracted items of data (the items of data, the sampling period
of each of which is the time interval that is reset by the time
interval setting unit 220), and the display control unit 260
causes the display unit 270 to display the items of data.

In addition, the data extraction unit 250 can use various
methods as a method of extracting the data the sampling
period of which is the time interval that is reset by the time
interval setting unit 220 from the items of data stored by the
storage unit 240.

For example, the storage unit 240 first stores the data the
sampling period of which is the time interval that is initially
set by the time interval setting unit 220, two times the number
of items of display data, and subsequently stores the data the
sampling period of which is the time interval that is reset by
the time interval setting unit 220. Therefore, the data extrac-
tion unit 250 can extract the data the sampling period of which
is the time interval that is reset by the time interval setting unit
220, based on the order in which the items of data are arranged
in the storage unit 240, such as in a case where every other
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data is extracted beginning with the data that is present when
the initially set time interval is at work.

Alternatively, the storage unit 240 may store the data in
such a manner that the data is matched to the sampling point
in time or the sampling period. In this case, the data acquisi-
tion unit 210 can extract the data the sampling period of which
is the time interval that is reset by the time interval setting unit
220, based on the sampling point in time or the sampling
period that is stored by the storage unit 240.

In addition, the data extraction unit 250 may read the data
at the sampling point in time that is closest to the point in time
that corresponds to the display data, from the storage unit 240,
as illustrated in FIG. 5, for every display data, with all the
items of data stored in the storage unit 240 being targets for
reading.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
the data that is extracted by the data extraction unit 250 in a
state where the time interval setting unit 220 performs the
time interval resetting two times. In FIG. 7, the data the
sampling period of which is the up-to-date time interval
(therefore, the time interval that is four times the initially set
time interval) that is reset by the time interval setting unit 220
is indicated by a black circle and the other items of data are
indicated by a white circle.

Also in this case, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the data extraction
unit 250 first extracts the data the sampling period of which is
the up-to-date time interval that is set by the time interval
setting unit 220, from the items of data stored by the storage
unit 240. Then, the data extraction unit 250 reads the data by
the number of items of display data from the extracted items
of data, and the display control unit 260 causes the display
unit 270 to display the items.

In addition, the data extraction unit 250 may read the data
at the sampling point in time that is closest to the point in time
that corresponds to the display data, from the storage unit 240,
as illustrated in FIG. 5, for every display data, with all the
items of data stored in the storage unit 240 being targets for
reading.

Next, operation of the running watch 200 is described
referring to FIGS. 8 to 10.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the time
interval setting unit 220 performs processing. The time inter-
val setting unit 220 performs the processing in FIG. 8 when
the running watch 200 measures and stores the number of
heartbeats, depending on the user operation.

In the processing in FIG. 8, the time interval setting unit
220 first performs initial time interval setting (Step S101).
Specifically, the time interval setting unit 220 sets the time
interval as the sampling period with which the data acquisi-
tion unit 210 acquires (calculates) the data to an initial value
of the time interval (for example, 5 seconds) that is deter-
mined in advance.

Next, the time interval setting unit 220 determines whether
or not the number of items of data acquired by the data
acquisition unit 210 reaches two times the number of items of
display data (Step S102). If it is determined that two times the
number of items of display data is not reached (Step S102:
NO), the processing returns back to Step S102. That is, the
time interval setting unit 220 waits for the number of items of
data to reach two times the number of items of display data.

On the other hand, if it is determined that the number of
items of data acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 reaches
two times the number of items of display data (Step S102:
YES), the time interval setting unit 220 resets the time inter-
val to two times the time interval (Step S111).

Next, after setting the time interval to the up-to-date time
interval, the time interval setting unit 220 determines whether
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or not the number of items of data acquired by the data
acquisition unit 210 reaches the number of items of display
data (Step S112). If it is determined that the number of items
of display data is not reached (Step S112: NO) the processing
returns back to Step S112. That is, the time interval setting
unit 220 waits for the number of items of data to reach the
number of items of display data.

On the other hand, if it is determined that the number of
items of data acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 reaches
the number of items of display data after setting the time
interval to the up-to-date time interval (Step S112: YES), the
processing returns back to Step S111.

In this manner, the time interval setting unit 220 performs
the processing in FIG. 8 until the measuring of the number of
heartbeats is terminated and gradually increases a setting
value of the time interval.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the data
acquisition unit 210 performs the processing. The data acqui-
sition unit 210 performs the processing in FIG. 9 when the
running watch 200 measures and stores the number of heart-
beats, depending on the user operation.

In the processing in FIG. 9, the data acquisition unit 210
first activates the receiving unit 211 and thus receives the
heartbeat signal and starts to count the number of the heart-
beats (the number of times that the heartbeat signal is
received) (Step S201).

Next, the data acquisition unit 210 determines whether or
not the time interval that is set by the time interval setting unit
220 elapses after starting the processing in FIG. 9 or after the
last time the number of heartbeats is calculated (Step S202).

If it is determined that the time interval does not elapse
(Step S202: NO), the processing returns back to Step S202.
That is, the data acquisition unit 210 waits for the time inter-
val to elapse.

On the other hand, if it is determined that the time interval
elapses (Step S202: YES), the data acquisition unit 210 cal-
culates the number of heartbeats (the number of heartbeats
per minute) (Step S211).

Then, the data acquisition unit 210 stores the calculated
number of heartbeats in the storage unit 240 through the
storage processing unit 230 (Step S212).

Thereafter, the processing returns back to Step 202.

In this manner, the data acquisition unit 210 performs the
processing in FIG. 9 until the measuring of the number of
heartbeats is terminated and thus calculates the number of
heartbeats every time interval and stores the result in the
storage unit 240.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the order in which the
data extraction unit 250 performs the processing. When the
user operation that demands the display of the history of the
number of heartbeats is performed, the data extraction unit
250 performs the processing in FIG. 10.

However, the timing when the data extraction unit 250
performs the processing in FIG. 10 is not limited to the timing
when the user operation is performed. For example, when the
running watch 200 measures the number of heartbeats, the
data extraction unit 250 may periodically perform the pro-
cessing in FIG. 10, and the display unit 270 may periodically
display the history of the number of heartbeats.

In the processing in FIG. 10, the data extraction unit 250
first determines whether or not the number of items of data
stored by the storage unit 240 is equal to or more than the
number of items of display data (Step S301).

Ifitis determined that the number of items of data stored by
the storage unit 240 is equal to or more than the number of
items of display data (Step S301: YES), the data extraction
unit 250 extracts the data stored by the storage unit 240, at the
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up-to-date time interval, set by the time interval setting unit
220, which serves as the sampling period, as described refer-
ring to FIGS. 4 to 7 (Step S311).

Then, the data extraction unit 250 calculates a period for
the data that is extracted in Step S311 (Step S312). Specifi-
cally, among the items of data that are extracted in Step S311,
the data extraction unit 250 subtracts the sampling time in
point of the oldest data from the sampling time in point of the
up-to-date data (the point in time that is calculated by the data
acquisition unit 210).

Next, the data extraction unit 250 calculates the time inter-
val between the items of display data (Step S313). Specifi-
cally, the data extraction unit 250 divides the period that is
obtained by the calculation in Step S312, by (the number of
items of display data—1).

Then, the data extraction unit 250 calculates the point in
time that corresponds to each display data (Step S314). Spe-
cifically, among the items of data that are extracted in Step
S311, if the oldest data is defined as the first data and the
up-to-date data is defined as the N-th data, the data extraction
unit 250 calculates a point in time T(1) that corresponds to the
i-th data (i is an integer that satisfies a condition 1=i=N),
based on Expression 1.

TH=T(1)+(-1)yD Expression 1

At this point, a point in time T(1) that corresponds to the
first data is set to be the sampling point in time of the first data.
Furthermore, a time D indicates the time interval between the
items of display data, which is calculated in Step S313.

Next, for every display data, the data extraction unit 250
reads the data at the sampling point in time that is closest to
the point in time that corresponds to the display data, from the
storage unit 240 through the storage processing unit 230 (Step
S315).

Then, the data extraction unit 250 outputs the data that is
read from the storage unit 240, to the display control unit 260
and the data is caused to be displayed on the display unit 270
(Step S316).

Thereafter, the processing in FIG. 10 is terminated.

On the other hand, in Step S301, if'it is determined that the
number of items of data stored by the storage unit 240 is less
than a predetermined number of items of data that is set in
advance as the number of items of display data (Step S301:
NO), the data extraction unit 250 reads all the items of data
from the storage unit 240 through the storage processing unit
230 (Step S321).

Thereafter, the processing proceeds to Step S316.

Next, a storage capacity necessary for the storage unit 240
is described referring to FIG. 11.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example
of a relationship between data acquirement time and storage
capacity. FIG. 11 illustrates the relationship between the data
acquirement time and the necessary storage capacity in a case
where an initial value of the time interval that is set by the time
interval setting unit 220 is 2 seconds, the number of items of
display data is 32, and one item of data is stored by 10 bytes.

Referring to a line .11 in FIG. 11, the items of data for one
day or more can be stored with the storage capacity of less
than 4000 bytes. Furthermore, referring to a line .12 in FIG.
11, the items of data for 6 days or more can be stored with the
storage capacity of less than 4500 bytes.

In this manner, in the running watch 200, the items of data
for a long period of time can be stored with less storage
capacity.

As described above, the time interval setting unit 220 sets
the time interval that depends on the number of items of data
stored by the storage unit 240. Then, among the items of data
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acquired by the data acquisition unit 210, the storage process-
ing unit 230 stores the data in the storage unit 240 at every
time interval that is set by the time interval setting unit 220. In
this manner, the storage unit 240 retains the data at the time
interval that depends on the data acquirement time.

At this point, the data extraction unit 250 extracts the data
by the number of items of data that depends on a predeter-
mined number of items of display data, from the items of data
stored by the storage unit 240. Accordingly, when the time
interval setting unit 220 updates the time interval, it is not
necessary to perform the subsampling or the compression on
the data stored by the storage unit 240. In this respect, the
running watch 200 (the storage processing unit 230) can
retain the data at the time interval that depends on the data
acquirement time, with less processing load.

Furthermore, CPU load and an increase in memory region
can be prevented due to the data subsampling or the data
compression that is performed when the number of items of
data stored by the storage unit 240 is increased, in that it is not
necessary to perform the subsampling or the compression on
the data stored by the storage unit 240.

Moreover, a decrease in the number of times that the data
writing is performed on the storage unit 240 causes no prob-
lem in that it is not necessary to perform the subsampling or
the compression on the data stored by the storage unit 240.
Therefore, although the storage unit 240 is realized using
electrically erasable programmable read-only memory (EE-
PROM) or flash memory, the number of times that the writing
is performed can be prevented from reaching the limited
number of times for a short period of time and thus the
product life of the running watch 200 can be prevented from
being shortened.

Furthermore, if the time interval setting unit 220 itself sets
the up-to-date time interval and then the number of items of
data that the storage processing unit 230 stores in the storage
unit 240 at every up-to-date time interval reaches a predeter-
mined number, the time interval setting unit 220 sets the time
interval as being increased.

In this manner, the time interval setting unit 220 sets the
time interval of the data to be stored in the storage unit 240 as
being further increased, depending on an increase in the num-
ber ofitems of data stored by the storage unit 240 and thus can
alleviate the increase in the number of items of data.

Furthermore, when the time interval is the initially set time
interval, if the number of items of data that the storage pro-
cessing unit 230 stores in the storage unit 240 at every initially
set time interval reaches two times the number of items of
display data, the time interval setting unit 220 resets the time
interval to two times the time interval.

In this manner, the time interval setting unit 220 maintains
the initially set time interval and thus stores the items of data
the number of which is equal to or more than the number of
items of display data, in the storage unit 240. Thus, the display
unit 270 can display the data by the number of items of
display data. Furthermore, when the time interval setting unit
220 resets the time interval to two times the time interval, the
storage unit 240 already stores the items of data with the reset
time interval, by the number of items of display data. There-
fore, the display unit 270 can display the data by the number
of'items of display data also after the time interval resetting.

Furthermore, when the time interval is the reset time inter-
val, if the number of items of data that the storage processing
unit 230 stores the data at every up-to-date time interval in the
storage unit 240 reaches the number of items of display data,
the time interval setting unit 220 resets the time interval to two
times the up-to-date time interval.
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Accordingly, when the time interval setting unit 220 resets
the time interval to two times the time interval, the storage
unit 240 already stores the items of data with the reset time
interval, by the number of items of display data. Therefore,
the display unit 270 can display the data by the number of
items of display data also after the time interval resetting.

Furthermore, the data extraction unit 250 calculates the
point in time of each display data in a case where the time
intervals between the items of display data are equal and reads
the data at the sampling point in time that is closest to the
calculated point in time, as the display data, from the storage
unit 240.

Accordingly, the data extraction unit 250 can extract the
data with the near-uniformity time interval, as the display
data.

Furthermore, the data extraction unit 250 calculates the
point in time of each display data in a case where the time
intervals between the items of display data are equal. And for
every display data, the data extraction unit 250 reads one item
of data at the sampling point in time that is closest to the
calculated point in time, before the calculated point in time
and reads one item of data at the sampling point in time that is
closest to the calculated point in time, after the calculated
point in time, and sets an average value of the two read items
of data as a value of the display data.

Accordingly, although there is a comparatively big differ-
ence between the calculated point in time and the sampling
point in time of the data actually stored by the storage unit
240, the data extraction unit 250 performs interpolation by
averaging and thus can acquire the data that is close to the data
with the calculated point in time.

Furthermore, the data acquisition unit 210 acquires the data
at the time interval, set by the time interval setting unit 220,
which serves as the sampling period.

The data acquisition unit 210 acquires the data in this
manner, depending on the time interval set by the time inter-
val setting unit 220, and thus the storage processing unit 230
may store all the items of data acquired by the data acquisition
unit 210 in the storage unit 240 and does not have to perform
subsampling or compression on the data. In this respect, an
increase in the processing load on the storage processing unit
230 can be suppressed.

In addition, the data acquisition unit 210 calculates the
number of heartbeats (the number of heartbeats per minute)
with the constant sampling period regardless of the time
interval resetting by the time interval setting unit 220, and
may acquire the data at every time interval by averaging the
number of heartbeats calculated for a given period of time at
every time interval that is set by the time interval setting unit
220.

In this case, although an error temporarily occurs in the
number of heartbeats, such as when noise mixes with the
heartbeat signal from the chest strap 100 (the transmission
unit 120), because the data acquisition unit 210 calculates an
average of the number of heartbeats, an effect of the error can
be reduced.

In addition, the display data and the number of items of
display data according to the first embodiment are examples
of representative data and the number of items of representa-
tive data according to a second embodiment, respectively.

In addition, the simulation studies by the inventor of the
present invention showed that a form of the graph displayed
when applying the present invention is close to a form of the
graph on which raw data is plotted.

FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating a result of the simulation
showing the number of heartbeats according to the present
embodiment.
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In FIG. 12, a line .21 indicates simulation values of the
actual heart rate (the number of heartbeats per minute).

Furthermore, a line [.22 indicates values that are sampled
from the simulation values of the actual heart rate every five
seconds. The values indicated by the line [.22 corresponds to
the example of the display data on the display unit 270 in a
state where the time interval setting unit 220 sets the time
interval to an initial setting value of five seconds.

Furthermore, a line [.23 indicates values that are sampled
from the simulation values of the actual heart rate every ten
seconds. The values indicated by the line [.23 corresponds to
the example of the display data on the display unit 270 in a
state where the time interval setting unit 220 updates the time
interval to ten seconds from the initial setting value of five
seconds.

Furthermore, a line [.24 indicates values that are sampled
from the simulation values of the actual heart rate every
twenty seconds. The values indicated by the line 1.24 corre-
sponds to the example of the display data on the display unit
270 in a state where the time interval setting unit 220 updates
the time interval two times from the initial setting value of five
seconds, resulting in the time interval being 20 seconds.

It is indicated from FIG. 12 that the form of any one of the
lines [.22 to 1.24, when viewed as a whole, is the same as the
form of the line [.21. Accordingly, it is confirmed that the
form of the graph when applying the present invention is close
to the graph on which the raw data is plotted.

Second Embodiment

Subsequently, a second embodiment is described in detail.
FIG. 13 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a functional
configuration of a running watch system 1 according to the
second embodiment. In FIG. 13, the same reference numerals
as those in FIG. 2 are used in a configuration that is common
to the first embodiment, and a description of the configuration
is omitted. The running watch system 1 includes a chest strap
100 and a running watch 200. The running watch 200 includes
a data acquisition unit 210, a time interval setting unit 220a,
a storage processing unit 230, a storage unit 240, a data
extraction unit 250a, a display control unit 260, a display unit
270, and a transmission unit 280. The data acquisition unit
210 includes a receiving unit 211. The data extraction unit
250a includes an extraction control unit 251.

When a time interval is an initially set time interval, if the
number of items of data that the storage processing unit 230
stores in the storage unit 240 at every initially set time interval
reaches the predetermined constant number times the number
of items of representative data, the time interval setting unit
220a resets the time interval to the predetermined constant
number times the time interval. The representative data is one
item of data that belongs to a group of items of representative
data indicating a tendency of the data, which is usable for
other than the purpose of display on the display unit 270, such
as for a statistical analysis performed by an analyzing server
described below. Specifically, one example of the represen-
tative data is the data that, as illustrated in FIG. 3C according
to the first embodiment, is extracted at the up-to-date time
interval, set by the time interval setting unit 220, which serves
as the sampling period. The data that is extracted at every
predetermined period T1 that is different from the sampling
period, or the data that is extracted from only the items of data
that are present during the period during which the receiving
unit 211 receives the data in the case where the data relates to
the heartbeat corresponds to another example of the represen-
tative data. The number of items of representative data is one
example of a predetermined number of items of data, in the
claims. The number of items of representative data, for
example, is a constant number that is set in advance in the data
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extraction unit 250a, and the display unit 270 according to the
second embodiment reads the data by the number of items of
representative data that serves as the number of items of
display data. In addition, the predetermined constant number
is an integer such as 2 or 3. Furthermore, the initially set time
interval, for example, may be registered in advance with the
time interval setting unit 220q, be set later by the user, and be
calculated depending on an amount of unoccupied space in
data regions of the storage unit 240.

The data extraction unit 250a extracts the representative
data from the items of data stored by the storage unit 240.
Then, the data extraction unit 250a displays the extracted
representative data on the display unit 270. Furthermore, the
data extraction unit 250q stores the extracted representative
data in the storage unit 240. Furthermore, when a capacity of
a storage region of the storage unit 240 is decreased to less
than a predetermined threshold, the data extraction unit 250a
notifies the user that the storage region is decreased, and
depending on the user operation responding to the notifica-
tion, the transmission unit 280 described below transmits the
representative data to an external analyzing server or cloud
server and deletes the transmitted representative data from the
storage unit 240. Accordingly, the running watch 200 can
record the user data over a longer period of time.

The extraction control unit 251 controls the data extraction
unit 250a in such a manner that the representative data is
extracted at a predetermined timing from the items of data
stored by the storage unit 240. The predetermined timing, for
example, is a timing when the transmission unit 280
described below transmits the representative data to the ana-
lyzing server that performs the statistical analysis and to the
cloud server, a timing when a predetermined period T2
elapses, or a timing when the receiving unit 211 terminates
the receiving because the measuring time elapses. By causing
the data extraction unit 2504 to perform the extraction at such
timings, the extraction control unit 251 can extract the repre-
sentative data when a CPU utilization rate is decreased, for
example, after terminating the measuring, without having to
change the load on the CPU in the middle of acquiring the
data.

The transmission unit 280 wirelessly transmits the repre-
sentative data extracted by the data extraction unit 250q to the
external analyzing server or cloud server depending on the
user operation. In addition, the transmission unit 280 may
transmit the representative data each time a predetermined
period T3 elapses instead of transmitting the representative
data depending on the user operation. Furthermore, the trans-
mission unit 280 may transmit the display data instead of the
representative data. Furthermore, information relating to a
sampling interval or information to the number of items of
data may be included in the data that is transmitted.

At this point, the data that is present within the storage
region when the data extraction unit 250a stores the repre-
sentative data in the storage unit 240 is described referring to
FIGS. 14A and 14B. As illustrated in FIG. 14A, the data
extraction unit 250a overwrites the original data stored in the
storage region of the storage unit 240, which is used when
extracting the representative data, with the representative data
for storage. In addition, the data extraction unit 250a may
store the display data displayed on the display unit 270 in the
storage unit 240, instead of storing the representative data.
Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 14B, after storing the
representative data by overwriting, the data extraction unit
250aq stores the data newly acquired by the data acquisition
unit 210 on the storage region other than the region in which
the representative data is stored. Then, the data extraction unit
250a repeatedly extracts the representative data from the
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newly stored items of data again and stores the representative
data by overwriting. In addition, when storing the extracted
representative data in the storage unit 240, the data extraction
unit 250a may delete the original data from the storage region
of storage unit 240, in which the original data used when
extracting the representative data is stored, and may store the
representative data in the storage region from which the origi-
nal data is deleted, instead of storing the representative data
by overwriting.

At this point, the data that is present within the storage
region when the data extraction unit 250q stores the display
data displayed on the display unit 270 in the storage unit 240
instead of storing the representative data is described refer-
ring to FIGS. 15A and 15B. As illustrated in FIG. 15A, after
extracting the representative data, the data extraction unit
250aq displays the representative data on the display unit 270
and stores the displayed data in the storage region in which
the original data is stored, by overwriting. Furthermore, as
illustrated in FIG. 15B, after storing the displayed data by
overwriting, the data extraction unit 250a stores the data
newly acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 in the storage
region other than the region in which the display data is
stored. Then, the data extraction unit 250a repeatedly extracts
the representative data from the newly stored items of data
again and stores the displayed data by overwriting.

In this manner, in the running watch 200 according to the
second embodiment, when the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit 230 stores in the storage unit 240
at every initially set time interval reaches predetermined con-
stant number times the number of items of representative
data, the time interval setting unit 220aq resets the time interval
to the predetermined constant number times the time interval.
As a result, the running watch 200 according to the second
embodiment can obtain the same effect as in the first embodi-
ment. Furthermore, the running watch 200 controls the data
extraction unit 250« in such a manner that the data extraction
unit 250a extracts the representative data at a predetermined
timing from the items of data stored by the storage unit 240.
Therefore, the running watch 200 can extract the representa-
tive data when the CPU utilization rate is decreased, for
example, after terminating the measuring, without having to
change the load on the CPU in the middle of performing the
measuring. Accordingly, the running watch 200 according to
the second embodiment can have the same CPU responsive-
ness as the running watch 200 according to the first embodi-
ment and thus can maintain the user’s convenience.

Furthermore, the data extraction unit 250a stores the
extracted representative data in the storage unit 240. There-
fore, in the running watch 200, because it is necessary to
secure the storage region, separately from the original data
acquired by the data acquisition unit 210 in order to store the
representative data, the time for which the data can be
retained is gradually decreased. However, because of this, the
running watch 200 is considerably efficient in retaining the
multiple items of data and the storage region can be used.
Furthermore, because the transmission unit 280 transmits the
representative data to the analyzing server or the cloud server,
a communication speed can be improved compared to the
transmission of the original data acquired by the data acqui-
sition unit 210.

In addition, in order to perform the processing by each unit,
a program for realizing functions of all or some of the data
acquisition unit 210, the time interval setting unit 220, the
storage processing unit 230, the data extraction unit 250, the
data extraction unit 2504, and the display control unit 260
may be recorded on a computer-readable recording medium,
and a computer system may be caused to read and execute the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

program recorded on this recording medium. In addition, the
“computer system” here is defined as including an OS and
hardware units such as a peripheral device.

Furthermore, if the WWW system is used, the “computer
system” is defined as including an environment in which
webpages are provided (or an environment in which the dis-
play is available).

Furthermore, the “computer-readable recording medium”
refers to a portable medium such as a flexible disk, a magneto-
optical disk, ROM, and CD-ROM, and a storage device such
as a hard disk that is built into the computer system. More-
over, the “computer-readable recording medium” is defined
as including whatever dynamically includes the program for
a short period of time, such as a communication line that is
used when transmitting the program over a network such as
the Internet or over a communication circuit such as a tele-
phone circuit and as including whatever retains the program
for a constant period of time, such as volatile memory within
the computer system, which functions as a server or a client in
the case of including the program dynamically. Furthermore,
the program may be one for realizing some of the functions
described above and additionally may be one that can realize
the functions described above in combination with a program
that is already recorded in the computer system.

The embodiments according to the present invention are
described above in detail referring to the drawings, but the
specific configuration is not limited to the embodiments and
includes an amendment to a design that falls within a scope
not deviating from the gist of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device comprising:

a data acquisition unit that acquires data periodically;

a storage unit that stores at least one part of the items of data
acquired by the data acquisition unit;

a time interval setting unit that sets a time interval that
depends on the number of items of data stored by the
storage unit;

a storage processing unit that stores the data in the storage
unit at every time interval that is set by the time interval
setting unit, among the items of data acquired by the data
acquisition unit; and

a data extraction unit that extracts the data as representative
data by a predetermined number of items of data from
the items of data stored by the storage unit.

2. The electronic device according to claim 1, further com-

prising:

a transmission unit that transmits the representative data
extracted by the data extraction unit to an external server.

3. The electronic device according to claim 1, further com-

prising:

a display unit that displays the data by the predetermined
number of items of data, based on the representative data
extracted by the data extraction unit.

4. The electronic device according to claim 2, further com-

prising:

a display unit that displays the data by the predetermined
number of items of data, based on the representative data
extracted by the data extraction unit.

5. The electronic device according to claim 2,

wherein the data extraction unit extracts the representative
data at a predetermined timing, and

wherein the predetermined timing is a timing when the
transmission unit transmits the representative data to the
external server or is a timing when the data acquisition
unit terminates the acquiring of the data.
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6. The electronic device according to claim 4,

wherein the data extraction unit extracts the representative
data at a predetermined timing, and

wherein the predetermined timing is a timing when the
transmission unit transmits the representative data to the
external server or is a timing when the data acquisition
unit terminates the acquiring of the data.

7. The electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

8. The electronic device according to claim 2,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

9. The electronic device according to claim 3,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

10. The electronic device according to claim 4,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

11. The electronic device according to claim 5,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

12. The electronic device according to claim 6,

wherein if the time interval setting unit sets the most recent
time interval and then the number of items of data that
the storage processing unit stores in the storage unit at
every time interval that is set most recently reaches the
predetermined number of items of data, the time interval
setting unit sets the time interval as being further
increased.

13. The electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein when the time interval is an initially set time
interval, if the number of items of data that the storage
processing unit stores in the storage unit at every initially
set time interval reaches a value that is obtained by
multiplying the predetermined number of items of data
by a predetermined value, the time interval setting unit
resets the time interval to a time interval that is obtained
by multiplying the time interval by predetermined value,
and

wherein when the time interval is the reset time interval, if
the number of items of data that the storage processing
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unit stores in the storage unit at every time interval that
is set most recently reaches the predetermined number
of items of data, the time interval setting unit resets the
time interval to a time interval that is obtained by addi-
tionally multiplying the time interval, set most recently,
by the predetermined value.

14. The electronic device according to claim 2,

wherein when the time interval is an initially set time
interval, if the number of items of data that the storage
processing unit stores in the storage unit at every initially
set time interval reaches a value that is obtained by
multiplying the predetermined number of items of data
by a predetermined value, the time interval setting unit
resets the time interval to a time interval that is obtained
by multiplying the time interval by predetermined value,
and

wherein when the time interval is the reset time interval, if
the number of items of data that the storage processing
unit stores in the storage unit at every time interval that
is set most recently reaches the predetermined number
of items of data, the time interval setting unit resets the
time interval to a time interval that is obtained by addi-
tionally multiplying the time interval, set most recently,
by the predetermined value.

15. The electronic device according to claim 3,

wherein when the time interval is an initially set time
interval, if the number of items of data that the storage
processing unit stores in the storage unit at every initially
set time interval reaches a value that is obtained by
multiplying the predetermined number of items of data
by a predetermined value, the time interval setting unit
resets the time interval to a time interval that is obtained
by multiplying the time interval by predetermined value,
and

wherein when the time interval is the reset time interval, if
the number of items of data that the storage processing
unit stores in the storage unit at every time interval that
is set most recently reaches the predetermined number
of items of data, the time interval setting unit resets the
time interval to a time interval that is obtained by addi-
tionally multiplying the time interval, set most recently,
by the predetermined value.

16. The electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein the data extraction unit calculates a point in time
that corresponds to each data in a case where the time
intervals between the items of data are equal, based on
the predetermined number of items of data, and reads the
data at a sampling point in time that is closest to the
calculated point in time, as representative data, from the
storage unit.

17. The electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein the data extraction unit calculates a point in time
that corresponds to each data in a case where the time
intervals between the items of data are equal, based on
the predetermined number of items of data, reads one
item of data at a sampling point in time that is closest to
the calculated point in time before the calculated point in
time and reads one item of data at the sampling point in
time that is closest to the calculated point in time after
the calculated point in time, from the items of represen-
tative data, and sets an average value of the read two
items of data as a new value of the representative data.

18. The electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein the data acquisition unit acquires the data at the
time interval, set by the time interval setting unit, which
serves as a sampling period.
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19. A method of extracting data for use in an electronic
device including a storage unit that stores the data, compris-
ing:

periodically acquiring the data;

setting a time interval that depends on the number of items

of data that is stored by the storage unit;

storing the data in the storage unit at every time interval that

is set in the setting of the time interval, among the items
of data acquired in the periodical acquiring of the data;
and

causing a data extraction unit to extract the data as a rep-

resentative data by a predetermined number of items of
data from the items of data stored by the storage unit.

20. A program for causing a computer that controls an
electronic device including a storage unit that stores the data
to execute a process, the process comprising:

periodically acquiring the data;

setting a time interval that depends on the number of items

of data that is stored by the storage unit;

storing the data in the storage unit at every time interval that

is set in the setting of the time interval, among the items
of data acquired in the periodical acquiring of the data;
and

causing a data extraction unit to extract the data as a rep-

resentative data by a predetermined number of items of
data from the items of data stored by the storage unit.
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